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official relations between the United States and the U.S.S.R. were
established at 11.50 p.m. on the 16th November, 1933, sixteen years
and nine days after the day on which the Soviet Government had
originally come into existence.
The several engagements which were entered into by President
Roosevelt and Monsieur Litvinov, on behalf of their respective
Governments, were embodied in eleven letters and one joint state-
ment. A tender of recognition on the President's part was answered
by the Commissar in a letter of acknowledgement and acceptance.
A Russian pledge to abstain from propaganda in the United States
was taken note of in an American letter which at the same time
promised reciprocity (an elegant but practically otiose piece of diplo-
matic courtesy!). An American claim for freedom of worship on
behalf of American citizens taking up their residence in Soviet terri-
tory was met by Russian assurances on this point. There was a
similar exchange of letters on the protection of American nationals
in Soviet territory (with an appended explanatory note by Monsieur
Litvinov on the definition, in the Soviet Union, of economic espion-
age) ; and another exchange of letters on commercial claims and
counter-claims. There was also a letter from Monsieur Litvinov waiv-
ing Russian claims against the United States for damage done by
American military forces in Siberia in 1918-21. The joint statement
announced that a speedy and satisfactory solution was expected in
regard to all outstanding questions of claims and indebtedness.
Since the full texts of these documents are printed in a companion
volume to this,1 it is unnecessary to give any systematic summary
of their contents in this place; and it will be sufficient to mention a
few of the more interesting and important features of the Russo-
American agreement.
The pledge to abstain from propaganda, which Monsieur Litvinov
gave to President Roosevelt at Washington on the 16th November,
1933, resembled the definition of the aggressor, which the same
Russian statesman had laid before the Disarmament Conference at
Geneva on the 6th February,2 in being the most comprehensive and
'fool-proof formula, for its p^jrpose, to which any post-war states-
man, Russian or non-Russian, Communist or non-Communist, had so
far set his name.
In answer to Mr. Roosevelt's carefully framed demand for guaran-
tees of liberty in religious worship, instruction, and practice for
American residents, and for their children, in Soviet territory,
1  See Documents on International Affairs, 1933, pp. 459-72.
2  See p. 234 above.